
Page 1

TEXAS CHAPTER • ANTIQUE AIRPLANE ASSOCIATION • NEWSLETTER • JUNE 2015

President’s Message...
 Reference May 16, 2015 meeting

 We had 43 people at our May 16, 2015 meeting.  
We had to move the meeting from Don Pellegreno’s 
hanger at Fairfield Airfield to Jim Austin’s hangar due 
to very wet conditions at Fairfield.  Thanks for hosting 
us at such short notice, Jim.  
 We sang happy birthday to Ken Robbins (#39 he 
says).  Ken and Linda had several family 
members as guests at the meeting.  
 We were honored to have Jay Miller talk 
with about aviation photography.  Jay has 
been a renowned aviation author and pho-
tographer since 1957, shooting war birds 
all over the world.  A very interesting and in-
formative talk and photos.  We look forward 
to having Jay back very soon.  Thanks for 
keeping the history of aviation alive and well, 
Jay.
 Jack Weiland will receive an award for 
50 years of continuous safe flying from the 
FAA at our June meeting.  Congratulations 
Jack!  Jack and Sharon will also host our 
June 13 meeting at 0900 in their hangar on 
Kezer Airfield, Springtown, TX.  
 Hope to see everyone at Jim’s hanger 
for brunch June 13 at 0900.
 God bless America!  Look for blue 
skies and keep ‘em fly’n.

    Lee Truitt
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John (Jack) Weiland
 On our June 13th Antique Airplane Associa-
tion Luncheon, at the Kezer Airport, Mister Joseph 
Murphy of the FAA will be here to present the Master 
Pilots Award to John [Jack] Weiland for over 50 yrs. of 
accident free flying. Hope the rain has stopped by that 
time. 
 I was born on 9-27-1936 in Earling, Iowa. Mar-
ried on 7-9-1957.  Started taking flying lessons in May 
1958.  After that this took place: 

    First Solo Flight-------------------------- May 6, 1958 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 
    Private Cert.------------------------------- Aug 2 
1958  Omaha Ne 
    Commercial Cert.------------------------May 14 1960 
Omaha, Ne  
    Flight Inst. Cert.---------------------------July 20 1961 
Lincoln, Ne 
    Instrument Cert.---------------------------March 30 
1962  Des Moines, Iowa 
    Multi-Engine Cert.-----------------------April 18 1962 
Des Moines, Iowa 
    Flight Engineer Cert..------------------Jan 18 1964 
Atlanta, Ga. 
    Airline Transport Cert.------------------July 12 1968 
Atlanta, Ga. 

 I worked part time in the early days for Mc-
Candless Aircraft Service. in Council Bluffs Iowa, then 
moved to Des Moines Iowa and worked for the Des 
Moines Flying Service First month 
 I worked there my pay was $75.00. Nobody ate 
to good for a while. Later I went to work for the State of 
Iowa and flew Gov. Harold Hughes until I was hired by 
Delta Airlines. Flew for them for 32 yrs. and retired at 
60 with approx. 26,125 hrs of flight time and nine type 
ratings. Also have an A/P & I/A rating. 

     Jack    

To our friends at Texas AAA,

 This is a long overdue note to say thank you 
for bestowing the Texas Chapter Choice Award on our 
Swift!  We try to get there every year and have always 
enjoyed the camaraderie that this event affords us all.  
We have our annual ritual of visiting friends in nearby 
Chandler then dropping in to Casa Grande from there 
(all of 12 minutes flight time ;-).   A special thanks to 
Don and Ann Pellegreno as I believe he carried the 
heavy responsibility of making the choice amongst a 
large selection of fine aircraft with proud owners ready 
to tell their stories of restorations and life with their 
plane.   
 My wife Donna and I are big fans of wrapping 
short vacations around flying events so we enjoy a 
combination of static displays at airshows with local 
area wining, dining and sightseeing.  We have found 
that airshow organizers, both large and small, like to 
have visiting antique aircraft join their static displays 
and this has opened many a door and created many 
excuses to fly somewhere distant for a 4 or 5 day 
weekend.  
 The attached pics are us on final at Casa 
Grand in March and a watercolorization of the Swift at 
Creve Coeur, St. Louis a few years back (found that pic 
on the internet and after noting a few similarities be-
tween our aircraft and the one in the picture, I realized I 
was looking at our Swift!)
    Thanks again!!
       Karl Johanson
       Swift N78103
       AAA Member       

On their farm in Iowa.
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Tarrant County College 
Beechcraft E18S Unveiling
 
Memorial weekend, Friday May 22 was the unveiling of 
Jackie Cochran’s Beechcraft 18 and a reunion
of five of the WASPS from WWII at the Tarrant County 
College Center of Excellence for Aviation, Transporta-
tion and Logistics, located at the old Bell Helicopter 
Hangar at Alliance Airport. Jackie Cochran was the 
founder and leader of 
the Wasps, Women’s 
Air Force Service 
Pilot program during 
WWII.  Her aviation 
career started in the 
1930’s and contin-
ued into the jet age.  
Jackie was the first 
woman to fly faster 
than the speed of 
sound in an F-86 
Sabre.  She owned 
many airplanes, 
including this Beech 
18, which may be the 
last airplane she flew 
as pilot in command.

At the unveiling were 
five of the women 
who flew in the WASP 
program, Florence 
“Shutsy” Reynolds, 
Shirley Chase Kruse, 
Bee Haydu, Kay 
Hilbrandt, and Marty 
Martin Wyall.

I met Marty Wyall at lunch and learned we both lived in the same town 
in Indiana. I had an instructor at Purdue University, Jill McCormick, 

who was also in the Wasp program. Marty knew my instructor and we 
had a great time talking about her and growing up in Indiana.

Darrell Irby was one of 
the speakers and gave 
a presentation on the 
history of the Beech 18.
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TEXAS CHAPTER ANTIQUE AIRPLANE ASSOCIATION
Membership Application - Renewal Form
                                                                     
Name:  ___________________________________________ Spouse: ____________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________
 
City: _____________________________________________________State: __________ZIP: ________________

Phone: __________________________________________Email: _______________________________________
                                                                                                 National
Aircraft Type:____________________________________________  AAA No. _____________________________
                       (Ownership of an aircraft is not required)
To start or renew membership in the Texas Chapter of the Antique Airplane Association please furnish the 
above information and send it with $25.00(payable to Texas AAA) to: Treasurer, Texas Antique Airplane 
Association, 5209 Glen Canyon Rd., Ft. Worth, TX 76137

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2015
    JUNE MEETING: June 13th, 9:00 AM brunch: Kezer 
Airfield, Springtown, TX. Jack and Sharon Wei land’s 
hangar. This meeting is one week early due to father’s 
day on June 21st.

    FOR FLYERS: Kezer Air Ranch (61TE) is about 3 
miles NE of Springtown, Texas. (N32-59.2 and W097-
37.2.) Runway 16/34 is 2400 by 20 Asphalt. Planes 
may be parked on either side of the South end of 
runway. 

    FOR DRIVERS: From Boyd, TX go South on FM 730        
about 8 miles to Hwy 2257(Knob Hill Rd) Turn right and 
go West about 4 miles, then continue straight over the 
hill and the Airport will be on your right. 
Halfway between Springtown and Azle on Highway 
199, turn North on FM 2257(Jay Bird Lane) and follow it 
North about 4 miles to Knob Hill Rd. Turn left (West) on 
Knob Hill Rd. and go over the hill. The Airport will be on 
your right.

    July 18th. - Due to the rain and high water damage 
at Pelican’s Landing      Restaurant the July meeting 
will at Noon on Clark Airfield, Justin, TX. 
Al Hilton’s hangar. Pot luck.
    August 15th.- Northwest Regional Airport, Roa noke,    
TX. Jim Austin’s hangar. 9:00am. pancake break fast. 
    September 19th.- Bowie Municipal Airport, Bowie, 
TX. Mark and Megan Breeding’s hangar. 12:00pm. 
    October 9th. and 10th. - AAA 52nd Annual Fly In, 
Gainesville Municipal Airport, Gainesville, TX. 
    November 21st. - Fairview Airport, Rhome, TX. Ken 
& Linda Robbins hangar. 12:00pm. Bert Mahon Annual 
Chili Cook Off 
    December 19th. TBA 
      

Minutes of the General Meeting
    MAY 2015... 
 Due to the extreme wet conditions at Fairview 
airport the meeting on Saturday  16 May was moved 
to Jim Austin’s hangar at Northwest Regional Airport. 
Thanks to Jim and Betty for graciously opening their 
hangar for us. 
 The meeting was called to order at 12:24 by 
president Lee Truitt. Our speaker was Jay Miller, a well 
known photographer and his presentation was excel-
lent. There were 38 members and guests in atten-
dance. The attendance list is in the Chapter Records. 
Lee introduced guests, birthdays and anniversaries 
were announced.
    Agenda: It was announced that the next meeting 
will be at Kezer Airfield, Springtown, TX. In Jack and 
Sharon Wei land’s hangar. 9:00 AM brunch.
    Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Re port for 
March and April were presented by Joetta and were 
approved as read.
    Previous Meeting Minutes: Minutes from the April 
meeting were published in the May issue of the News-
letter and were approved as written by the members. 
    Old Business: None
    New Business: A discussion was introduced by 
Terry Wallace on the subject of a donation of $500 to 
the National AAA/ APM for airfield repairs after the rain 
out of last year’s annual fly in. The motion was made 
and seconded to donate the money and was approved 
by the members. Joetta will send the check.
 The dates for our October 2015 fly in have been 
confirmed. It will be October 9th and 10th at 
Gaines ville, TX. 
 A motion to adjourn was made and seconded. 
The meeting ended at 2:25. 
   Respectfully submitted 
   Terry Wallace, Secretary 
   Texas Chapter AAA    



Page 7

Are you looking for airport properties?
Contact Texas Chapter Member

Maybeth Nunn, Broker
Cross Country Realty

214-356-0383
nunn3@verizon.net.

Need Aviation Hardware?
HAIRE AVIATION LLC

Jerry T. Haire / Richard N. Haire
haireav@haireaviation.com

www.hairaviation.com
Bus. (940) 458-4603      Fax (888) 275-3149

New Aviation 
Theme Hotel 

in Port Aransas, TX.
Owned and run by pilots.

Hold your type-club fly-in on the island!
We have two courtesy cars for fly-in guests.

Each room is a different era of aviation history!
www.AmeliasLanding.com    

         Toll Free: 888-671-8088



Classified                                         

      FOR SALE: 1 Jacobs R-755-9 245 Hp 165 Hr 
smoh,  1 Stearman 220 Cont. motor mount,  1 Leise 
Nevill 50 amp gen,1946 Cessna 120 airframe. Contact 
at (940) 367-4480  Bob Landrum 1/15

       FOR LEASE: 3 miles from Bird’s Nest Airport/
Austin Executive Airport off FM 973: Large workshop, 
25’ x 65’, double doors, abundant windows for a good 
cross-breeze. Two separate rooms at one end for of-
fice/storage, Ideal for restoration projects, wing build-
ing, hobbies, etc. Contact Bill and Shirley Girard at 
Shirley@mudflap-aviation.com  1/15

      T HANGER FOR RENT: At Clark Airport, Justin,TX.
$75.00 per month. Contact Al Hilton 972-741-4520 1/15

      FOR SALE: Wright W-760-8 engine O SMOH 
235hp $17.5K. Curtis-Reed prop, make offer. Cowlings, 
Stearman seats and engine mounts..... cheap 30X5 
wheels and tires, old instruments & radios for displays 
40 year collection call Reb Stimson 817-343-7556 
av8reb@aol.com 1/15  

      FOR SALE: G35 Bonanza $23,500 OBO. (2) 
Cessna 195 projects $20,000 for both. Pat Pockrus 
940-325-5971 hiller@mesh.net. 3/15

      FOR SALE: Lycoming  0-360, new mags, new 
carb., skytec starter, Overhauled by Exel aviation. 20K.
Contact Bill Teaff,  936-539- 2424 3/15
                 

There are certain aircraft 
sounds that can only be 
heard at night and over the 
ocean. Most of them 
are scary.
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      Texas Chapter
      Antique Airplane Association
      2417 Stonegate Dr. N.
      Bedford, TX 76021

“KEEP THE ANTIQUES FLYING”

MEMBERSHIP AND DUES
OWNERSHIP OF AN AIRPLANE IS NOT 

REQUIRED.
The only Requirement is a Love of Airplanes 
and the Fellowship of those who share that 

Passion.
Membership and Dues for the Texas Chapter of 
the Antique Airplane Association are $25.00 per 
year.  Visit our Website at www.texasantiqueair-

plane.org or www.txaaa.org for details and a 
printable Application Form.  New Members 

Dues are PRO RATED, contact an 
Officer for correct amount.

NOTE: Membership expires on Septem-
ber 30 each year.  Send dues and ad-

dress changes to TXAAA Treasurer, 5209 
Glen Canyon Rd., Ft. Worth, TX 76137.
The Texas Chapter supports and encourages 
membership in the National Antique Airplane 

Association.
For Information about joining the National AAA, 
Visit their Website at www.antiqueairfield.com 

or Email antiqueairfield@sirisonline.com  or you 
may write:

Antique Airplane Association, Antique Airfield, 
22001 Bluegrass Road, Ottumwa, IA 52501-

8569

See a color newsletter on 
our website at www.txaaa.org 

                              

President: 
Lee Truitt
7 Salida Dr.
Trophy Club, TX 76262
(817)  600-5871
lee@bellaitaliabylee.com

Vice President: 
Stan Price 
3005 Creekview Dr. 
Grapevine, TX 76051 
stanpricetexas01@ 
verizon.net 

Secretary/Website
Coordinator 
Terry Wallace 
2417 Stonegate Dr. North 
Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 706-3173 (Cell) 
wallacete@cs.com 

Treasurer: 
Joetta Reetz 
5209 Glen Canyon Dr. 
Fort Worth, TX 76137 
(817) 253-7295 (Cell) 
joetta.reetz@yahoo.com 

Activities Coordinator: 
Terry Doyle 
2946 Oak Forest 
Grapevine, TX 76051 
(817) 488-6662(Home) 
(817) 637-8732(Cell) 
res05093@msn.com 

Website Designer
Marianna Sokolich 
4308 Lavaca Drive 
Plano, TX 75074 

Newsletter Designer: 
Barry Wallace 
197 Sandridge Drive 
Collinsville, IL 62234 
(618) 409-2090 (Cell) 
wallacebarry1@gmail.com 

Historian: 
G.R. Dennis Price 
P.O. Box 141219 
Austin, TX. 77712-1219 
(512) 873-7259 
grdprice@yahoo.com 

Newly elected board members
Past President: 
Gary Sublette 
5970 Stagecoach Cr. 
Westlake, TX 76262-9610 
(817) 430-1311 (H) 
(817) 791-6602 (C) 
garysublette@charter.net 

Fly-In Chairman: 
OPEN

National Director: 
Joe E. Haynes
12271 Coit Rd. Apt. 1104
Dallas, TX 75251
(214) 351-5845 
txdoublejranch@gmail.com
 
Texas State Director: 
Terry Wallace 
2417 Stonegate Dr. North 
Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 706-3173 (Cell) 
wallacete@cs.com

       


