PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE...

Brunch was started after the prayer by Lee Truitt
at 0915 on July 18, 2015. Thirty-one members and
guests were on hand in Al Hilton’s hangar at Clark
Field. Several members were at Oshkosh. Thanks so
much for the use of your beautiful hangar, Al. We had
a great brunch, thanks to all the wonderful food.

The treasure report was read by Joetta Reetz,
then approved by all. Under old business, | re-
minded all to find and bring your hangar “stuff”
to sell at our fly-in at Gainesville in October.

Under new business, | asked everyone on the
“Committees and Chairpersons” list for the fly-in
to provide me with an update on their progress
by our next member meeting in August.

Our next meeting will be August 15 at 0900
at Northwest Regional Airport in Jim Austin’s
hangar-for a pancake breakfast. Hope to see
everyone there!

Have a great month. Be safe up there.

Keep ‘em fly'n,
Lee Truitt
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found ourselves surrounded by a field trip of school

My wife Lorraine and | were off on another children. Fortunately patrons not associated with that
aviation related adventure. With the remnants of Tropi- group were shepherded into the museum first. They
cal Storm Bill bearing down on us we prepared for our R cram a lot into a small space. For me some of the more
departure at DFW Airport. Bill tried to disrupt our trip memorable items are from Pre-WWI| aviation. There was
but was largely unsuccessful. He was able to delay an impressive collection of engines including a polished
our arrival in San Curtiss OX-5 engine. We saw a

Diego a couple of
hours. We awoke the
next morning to the
sound of a nearby
passenger train. In
San Diego we were
in a perfect spot to
begin our adventure.
We had several ob-
jectives: aviation mu-
seums, monuments,
memorials, and a
road trip through

the mountains and
deserts. Museums
visited include: San
Diego Air and Space
Museum, Planes

of Fame, Palme
Springs Aviation Mu-
seum, and the Pima
Air Museum. How-
ever, our main object
was to learn more
about the previous

functional WWI interrupter gear
powered by an electric motor.

It was used to synchronize the
machine guns with the propel-
ler. Numerous aircraft, replicas,
and models dating back to
pre-1903 gliders. Some of the
pre-WWII aircraft that caught my
attention were the Ryan mono-
planes including a replica of

the Spirit of St. Louis, the Gee
Bee Racer, and the Lockheed
Vega. The museum published

a video https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=0sPB-0QPLDI of
their replica 1903 Charles Taylor
engine in operation. Charles
Taylor was the Wright Brother’s
mechanic who built the engine,
and the namesake of the Charles
Taylor Master Mechanic Award.
The museum was very well kept
and the aircraft impressive, but
they were all static and pristine.
The restorations take place out

owner of our Beech of sight.
18, Jaqueline Cochran. We wanted to visit her home, The Planes of Fame museum in Chino, CA was
her community, and her airport. More on that later. from another species all together. They have beautifully

The “Greatest Generation restored aircraft,
Walk” was within a stone’s through £} and a large
of our hotel. From there we were collection that
able to walk to the various World resembles a junk
War Il mer.norlals.l We saw the USS yard. It is one of
Midway with its aircraft ranging from the best places
WWII to the Gulf War. The walk also to see living
includes the 25’ sculpture “Uncondi- aircraft and what
tional Surrender” of the 1945 photo it takes to bring
by Alfred Eisenstaedt of a sailor one back from the
kissing a nurse in Times Square dead. One of my
in celebration of V-J Day. Moving favorite experi-
through the walk we came across a ences during our

memorial to Bob Hope and his USO trip was visiting
service spanning conflicts from WWII to the Gulf War. the restoration shops. They have sensitive areas roped
A recording of one of his performances played as his off but you can wander in and out and see restorations
bronze sculpture looked on to other bronze sculptures I of very rare aircraft in work. We watched as work pro-
including a sailor, pilot, mechanic, nurse, and soldiers k' gressed on several unique aircraft. The Planes of Fame

from most of those conflicts. Page 2



collection is perhaps one of largest private collections
of one of a kind aircraft. Their collection includes a Bell
P-59A, HE 162A Volksjager, Raiden (Jack), Horten Flying
Wing, Northrup Flying Wing, and too many more to list.
Founder Ed Maloney said “you go to a museum...if it
doesn’t have the aroma of oil or fuel, then it's a dead
museum. Not just static.”

From Chino we made our way to Palm Springs,
CA. We were lucky enough to have a personal tour
guide; my wife’s mother who also is known as Jackie
lives in the area. Three stops in the Palm Springs area
would satisfy our primary objective. We planned to visit
the Jaqueline Cochran Airport, Jackie Cochran’s former
home at the
Indian Palms
Country Club,
and the Palm
Springs Air Mu-
seum.

Our first
stop in the area
was the airport.
Jacqueline Co-
chran Regional
Airport KTRM
is located near
Palm Springs,
CA. It was the
low season so
the airport ap-
peared sleepy.
One look at the thermometer explained the lack of activ-
ity; it was 116° F that day. Our initial entry into the airport
did not give the feeling the visit would be productive. We
spotted local FBO Landmark Aviation set in a tempo-
rary albeit very nice office. Construction was obviously
underway to build new office and hangar space. We
entered the FBO and happily discovered a small display
honoring the airport’s namesake. There were photos
and artifacts from Jackie Cochran’s life. ltems on display
include her War Correspondent uniform, three trophies,
a chart binder, and a kneeboard with an E6B com-
puter. On the wall behind the display are a number of
photographs depicting Mrs. Cochran in various aircraft
and with various people important to her career and to
aviation in general. Some of the people identifiable are
Amelia Earhart, Dwight Eisenhower, and Chuck Yeager.

A discussion with the FBO staff revealed plans
to include a museum or tribute to Jackie Cochran on the
airport. General Manager Peni Nelson is a driving force
behind the planned tribute. This is fitting considering the
airport’'s namesake. The airport was established during
World War II. It was used in a support role for the US
Army and Navy during the war. It was named after the
local community of Thermal. Located 115” feet below
sea level, the base was known for its high summertime

temperatures. The airport was turned over to the local
community after the war. It has since served General
Aviation and Corporate aviation. The airport was very
close to Jackie Cochran’s home. The log books of our
Beach 18 (E18S-9700 BA-31 N13JC) indicate she oper-
ated it from the field. A log entry from 4-4-1971 indicates
a three hour flight from Albuquerque, NM (ABQ) to Ther-
mal (TRM). The airport retains its FAA identifier TRM, but
was renamed Jacqueline Cochran Regional in 2004.

The next stop was the Indian Palms Country
Club. It is a gated community with a golf course, pro-
shop, restaurant, pool, and a clubhouse that Jackie Co-
chran once called home. You can stay for a weekend or
purchase anything from a bungalow
to a full sized house in this golfing
community. If you wish to visit, the
golf course and the restaurant are
open to the public. You must first
pass through security and request
a permit. The clubhouse is used by
the community as a meeting place.
The staff was gracious enough to
allow us a visit. Jackie Cochran
reportedly had visitors such as
Amelia Earhart, Dwight Eisenhower,
and Chuck Yeager as visitors. There
is some stuff about entertainment
celebrities visiting as well, but I am
more impressed with the people
who influenced aviation. Amelia
Earhart reportedly spent time with
Jackie Cochran at the ranch before she departed on her
around the world flight.

This must have been an exciting time. In 1937
the depression was only a few years old. The attack on
Pearl Harbor was four years in the future. Lindberg’s
flight to Paris was ten years prior. Things were moving
along in civil aviation. Amelia Earhart’s around the world
flight must have seemed like a monumental goal. As |
walked around Jackie Cochran’s house | couldn’t help
but wonder what the walls would tell me about Amelia
Earhart’s final visit before her flight. Cochran said she
and Earhart became very close in the two years before
her flight. We know Cochran and Earhart reviewed the
flight plan and finalized details. Jackie Cochran report-
edly had concerns about the flight after Earhart’s first
attempt ended in an accident. | can imagine technical
discussion, notes, chart plotting, and maybe even some
disagreement. As close friends they likely had private
conversations we will never know about.

The current staff at the Indian Palms Country
Club said information passed to them had Amelia Ear-
hart staying in a bungalow behind the Cochran house.
A black and white photograph shows the pair sitting
on the diving board over the pool with the house in the
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background. | have no corroborating information but
the staff also said Earhart spent about two months with
Cochran before her fatal flight. Amelia Earhart departed
Oakland, CA May 20, 1937 and disappeared July 2nd.
Jackie Cochran stated “During the last year of her life, |
was closer to Amelia than anyone else, even her hus-
band, George Putnam.”

Amelia Earhart was one the notable visitors to
the ranch but there were many more. Chuck Yeager

and Dwight D Eisenhower were included in that group.
Cochran also took an interest in the Mercury program.
Thirteen women trained as astronauts for the Mercury
program. In true form, Jackie Cochran welcomed Jan
and her sister Marion Dietrich to her ranch. They enjoyed
the pool and relaxed as they prepared for rigorous test-
ing in the Mercury program. Unfortunately, the women’s
space program was canceled before it came to fruition.
Consequently, Valentina Tereshkova of the Soviet Union
became the first woman into space. It would be another
twenty years before Sally Ride would become the first
American woman in space.

Jackie Cochran was an accomplished pilot and
businesswoman who held more records at the time of
her death than anyone else. She was the first woman
to fly beyond the speed of sound and twice the speed
of sound. She was an accomplished racer, held dis-
tance, altitude, and speed records. However, she will
always be remembered as the leader and organizer of

I_TEXAS CHAPTER ANTIQUE AIRPLANE ASSOCIATION
Membership Application - Renewal Form

the W.A.S.Ps (Women Airforce Service Pilots). In my
opinion Jackie Cochran and the W.A.S.Ps organization
had more influence on women in aviation than any other
single factor. Datrrell Irby a

CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE: 1 Jacobs R-755-9 245 Hp 165 Hr
smoh, 1 Stearman 220 Cont. motor mount, 1 Leise
Nevill 50 amp gen,1946 Cessna 120 airframe. Contact
at (940) 367-4480 Bob Landrum 1/15

FOR SALE: 1941 Fairchild 24, 15 hours on a 185
Warner, with an Airomantic or Curtis Reed prop. Beauti-
ful airplane, good fabric. Asking 65K with 185 Warner.
Also low time Ranger engines with some accessories.
Contact Ken at (314) 324-1804 1/15

T HANGER FOR RENT: At Clark Airport, Justin, TX.
$75.00 per month. Contact Al Hilton 972-741-4520 1/15

FOR SALE: G35 Bonanza $23,500 OBO. Pat Pock-
rus 940-325-5971 hiller@mesh.net. 3/15

a

Classified ads are free to
members only. Please submit ads
to Terry at wallacete@cs.com

Death is just nature’s way
of telling you to watch
your airspeed.

‘ Name: Spouse:
Address:
‘ City: State: ZIP:
Phone: Email:
National
AAA No.

‘ Aircraft Type:

(Ownership of an aircraft is not required)
To start or renew membership in the Texas Chapter of the Antique Airplane Association please furnish the
above information and send it with $25.00(payable to Texas AAA) to: Treasurer, Texas Antique Airplane

I_Assomahon 5209 Glen Canyon Rd., Ft. Worth, TX 76137

-
|
|
|

-




CALENDAR OF €NENTS 2015
AUGUST MEETING 2015

The August Meeting will be August 15, 2015 at

Northwest Regional Airport (52F.) Terry Wallace will
be our host for a 9AM pancake breakfast, just bring
your appetite or other breakfast items if you prefer.
Jim Austin has graciously offered the use of his han-
gar as Terry’s hangar is full. Jim Austin’s hangar is on
the north west side of the runway. Follow the signs to
aircraft parking.

For Flyers: Northwest Regional (52F) is about 3
miles Northwest of Roanoke, Texas. 33-02-59.44 N
/097-13-56.05 W. Runway 17/35 is 3500 X 40 ft Asphalt
in fair condition. Use 122.9 for advisories.

For Drivers: From IH 35W take Hwy 1171 exit and
go East on 1171 to Cleveland- Gibbs Road. Turn South
(right) on Cleveland- Gibbs Rd. The Austin’s hangar is
at 100 Stinson Way. As you come into the Airport on
Cleveland-Gibbs Rd. take a right at the stop sign and
go north to the dead end. Turn left and their hangar is
the sixth one. Terry’s cell phone # is 817-706-3173

Remaining Monthly Meetings

September 19th: Bowie Municipal Airport, Bowie,
TX. Mark and Megan Breeding’s hangar. 12:00

October 9th and 10th: AAA 52nd Annual Fly In,
Gainesville Municipal Airport, Gainesville, TX.

November 21st: Fairview Airport, Rhome, TX. Ken
& Linda Robbins hangar. 12:00 Bert Mahon Annual
Chili Cook Off

December 19th: TBA

Fly-Ins of Interest 2015:

September 3 - 7: National AAA Fly-In,
Blakesburg, IA.

October 9 - 10: “Fall Festival of Flight” TXAAA
Annual Fly-In, Gainesville, TX.

October 21 - 24: Flying M Ranch, Reklaw, TX.

Q

Are you looking for airport properties?
Contact Texas Chapter Member

Maybeth Nunn, Broker

Cross Country Realty

214-356-0383
nunn3@verizon.net.

Need Aviation Hardware?
HAIRE AVIATION LLC
Jerry T. Haire / Richard N. Haire
haireav@haireaviation.com
www.hairaviation.com
Bus. (940) 458-4603  Fax (888) 275-3149

1as
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New Aviation
Theme Hotel
in Port Aransas, TX.
Owned and run by pilots.
Hold your type-club fly-in on the island!
We have two courtesy cars for fly-in guests.

Each room is a different era of aviation history!
www.AmeliasLanding.com

Toll Free: 888-671-8088

A
AIRCRAFT IGNITION
SCRVICES, LL
OVERHAUL & REPAIR - PARTS & SERVICE
ALL TYPES OF MAGNETOS AND IGNITION HARNESSES

Phone: 214.357.2344
Cell: 903.227.2762
Email: aircraftignition@yahoo.com

1411 County Road 3535
Honey Grove, Texas 75446
FAA Repair Station 5KHR557C

N | r 4
N ] T
A y

AIRCRAFT SERVICES

*FAR91.411&91.413
* Pitot Static Checks

* Transponder Checks
* Avionics Installation

* Propeller Balancing
* Aircraft Weighing

* Van's RV Specialist
* RV Builder Assist

Walt Aronow - Qwner
A&P/1A /FCC GROL

website: ExpAircraft.com email: Walt@expaircraft.com

Cell: 972-746-5154  FAA CRS# 1E4R827B
NorthWest Regional Airport (52F), Roanoke, Texas
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Texas Chapter

Antique Airplane Association
2417 Stonegate Dr. N.
Bedford, TX 76021

"KEEP THE ANTIQUES FLYING”

MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

OWNERSHIP OF AN AIRPLANE IS NOT
REQUIRED.

The only Requirement is a Love of Airplanes
and the Fellowship of those who share that
Passion.

Membership and Dues for the Texas Chapter of
the Antique Airplane Association are $25.00 per
year. Visit our Web site at www.texasantiqueair-
plane.org or www.txaaa.org for details and a
printable Application Form. New Members
Dues are PRO RATED, contact an
Officer for correct amount.

NOTE: Membership expires on Septem-
ber 30 each year. Send dues and ad-
dress changes to TXAAA Treasurer, 5209
Glen Canyon Rd., Ft. Worth, TX 76137.
The Texas Chapter supports and encourages
membership in the National Antique Airplane
Association.

For Information about joining the National AAA,
Visit their Web site at www.antiqueairfield.com
or E-mail antiqueairfield@sirisonline.com or
you may write:

Antique Airplane Association, Antique Airfield,
22001 Bluegrass Road, Ottumwa, 1A 52501-
8569

See a color newsletter on
our web site at www.txaaa.org

Q

Board Members

President:

Lee Truitt

7 Salida Dr.

Trophy Club, TX 76262
(817) 600-5871
lee@bellaitaliabylee.com

Vice President:
Stan Price

3005 Creekview Dr.
Grapevine, TX 76051
stanpricetexas01@
verizon.net

Secretary/Web site
Coordinator

Terry Wallace

2417 Stonegate Dr. North
Bedford, TX 76021

(817) 706-3173 (Cell)
wallacete@cs.com

Treasurer:

Joetta Reetz

5209 Glen Canyon Dr.
Fort Worth, TX 76137
(817) 253-7295 (Cell)
joetta.reetz@yahoo.com

Activities Coordinator:
Terry Doyle

2946 Oak Forest
Grapevine, TX 76051
(817) 488-6662(Home)
(817) 6837-8732(Cell)
res05093@msn.com

Website Designer
Marianna Sokolich
4308 Lavaca Drive
Plano, TX 75074

Newsletter Designer:
Barry Wallace

197 Sandridge Drive
Collinsville, IL 62234

(618) 409-2090 (Cell)
wallacebarry1@gmail.com

Historian:

G.R. Dennis Price

PO. Box 141219
Austin, TX. 77712-1219
(512) 873-7259
grdprice@yahoo.com

Past President:

Gary Sublette

5970 Stagecoach Cr.
Westlake, TX 76262-9610
(817) 430-1311 (H)

(817) 791-6602 (C)
garysublette@charter.net

Fly-In Chairman:
OPEN

National Director:

Joe E. Haynes

12271 Coit Rd. Apt. 1104
Dallas, TX 75251

(214) 351-5845
txdoublejranch@gmail.com

Texas State Director:
Terry Wallace

2417 Stonegate Dr. North
Bedford, TX 76021

(817) 706-3173 (Cell)
wallacete@cs.com
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